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Voluntary Policies to Reduce Greenhouse Gases:
A Preliminary Review of the Evidence

Eric Welch is an assistant professor in the Graduate Program in
Public Administration at the University of Illinois at Chicago.
He earned his Ph.D. in public administration at Syracuse Univer-
sity’s Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs, where his
research focused on policy effects on the environmental behavior
of firms. Since then, he has concentrated on voluntary environ-
mental policy and the self-regulatory environmental behavior of
companies. During the past few years, in cooperation with
researchers at the National Institute for Environmental Studies
in Japan, Dr. Welch has investigated patterns of business green-
ing in Japan, private-sector adoption of the ISO 14001 environ-
mental management system, and the evolution and effective-
ness of the Japanese system of voluntary pollution control
agreements. He recently has published articles in journals

such as Public Administration Review, Journal of Policy Analysis
and Management, Journal of Public Administration Research and
Theory, Business Strategy and the Environment, and Environmental
Science and Policy.

370 L' Enfant Promenade is located adjacent to the Forrestal building at
901 D Street SW in downtown Washington (Aerospace Building). Please
contact Wanda Addison at NREL at 202-646-5278 or wanda_addison@nrel.gov

For more information on NREL, please visit the NREL Web site at
http://www.nrel.gov/




